
Writing Workshop Week of Sept. 7, 2009
Grade:  Fourth Buffy Wilson

Resource:  Launching the Writer's Workshop by Denise Leograndis
Skill Taught
TEKS

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

Monday Read Aloud - Night in the 
Country and Owl Moon
- Exploring sensory detail 
–sound (page 70)  Writer's 
use sensory details to 
draw in the reader.  
-sensory details help the 
reader to visualize
 - Quote “Readers have 
expectations, Writer's 
have responsibilities” by 
Denise Leograndis

Take students outside and 
focus on the sense of 
sound.  Come back inside 
and create a list  of  words 
that students can use  to 
add the detail of sound 
into their writing. 

Excuse students to  go 
back to a previous entry 
and add sensory details of 
sound                    

Students share how they 
changed their writing to 
include sensory details

Chart the Sound words on a 
Vocabulary for Sensory 
Detail Chart (on 
promethean board)

HOMEWORK:  LISTEN. 
WRITE WHAT YOU HEAR

Tue Read Aloud – My Father's 
Hands and Owl Moon and 
Gimmtheball
- Exploring sensory detail 
– touch (page 77) 
Discuss the difference 
between feeling an 
emotion and feeling the 
wind on your face

Take students outside and 
focus on the sense of 
touch.  Come back inside 
and create a list  of  words 
that students can use  to 
add the detail of touch 
into their writing. 

Excuse students to  go 
back to a previous entry 
and add sensory details of 
touch

Students share how they 
changed their writing to 
include sensory details

Chart the Touch words on a 
Vocabulary for Sensory 
Detail Chart (on 
promethean board)

HOMEWORK:  WRITE 
ABOUT HOW THINGS FEEL 
TO THE TOUCH

Wednesday Read Aloud – Owl Moon
- exploring sensory detail 
- sight (page 80)
- Visual imagery makes 
your writing powerful 
because your readers can 
actually picture being 
there

Take students outside and 
focus on the sense of 
sight  Come back inside 
and create a list  of  words 
that students can use  to 
add the detail of sight into 
their writing. 

Excuse students to  go 
back to a previous entry 
and add sensory details of 
sight.

Students share how they 
changed their writing to 
include sensory details

Chart the Sight words on a 
Vocabulary for Sensory 
Detail Chart (on 
promethean board)

HOMEWORK:  LISTEN. 
WRITE WHAT YOU SEE

Thursday Read Aloud – Come On, 
Rain! and 
- exploring sensory detail 
– smell (page 86)
- the sense of smell is not 
used often in writing

Take students outside and 
focus on the sense of 
smell.  Come back inside 
and create a list  of  words 
that students can use  to 
add the detail of smell 
into their writing. 

Excuse students to  go 
back to a previous entry 

Students share how they 
changed their writing to 
include sensory details

Chart the Smell words on a 
Vocabulary for Sensory 
Detail Chart (on 
promethean board)

HOMEWORK:  PRACTICE 



Skill Taught
TEKS

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

and add sensory details of 
smell

WIRITNG WHAT YOU SMELL 
OR WRITE THE MEMORY 
YOU GET FROM A SMELL

Friday Read Aloud – 
- Review what students 
learned about Sensory 
detail this week.  

Students start a new 
piece of writing, putting 
into practice all that they 
have learned about 
sensory detail

Students share their writing 


