
Writing Workshop Week of January 8, 2010
Grade:  Fifth Buffy Wilson

Resource:  Craft Lessons second edition by Ralph Fletcher
Skill Taught
TEKS

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

Monday Grammar with Hill

Tue Grammar with Hill

Wednesday Mini-Lesson – Elaboration
Read Zoom by Istan 
Banyai, but read the book 
backwards, so students 
can get a mental picture 
of what elaboration is. 
After reading the book, 
tell students that their 
sentences don’t need to 
be vague and leave their 
reader in outer space with 
no real idea of what you 
are trying to say.  Writer’s 
elaborate to portray 
specific details and 
descriptions.
(lesson 3.6)

Cracking Open General 
Words (page 59)

Students work on writing 
and identify “outer space” 
sentences in their stories

Students share the 
sentences they choose

Thursday Mini-Lesson – Remind 
students of yesterday’s 
lesson
Read the writing sample 
and with student help, 
choose a sentence that is 
vague “an outer space” 
sentence.  Write the 
sentence on chart paper. 
Identify a word that 
stands out as important in 
that sentence.  Circle it 
and write a second 
sentence that has to do 
with that word that gives 
more details about the 
first sentence.  Repeat 
this process again until 
you have 3 or 4 
sentences.  
Now, read the TAKS 
sample again, inserting 
the elaborated sentences 

Students take their outer 
space sentences and 
elaborate on them

Students share their 
elaborations.



Skill Taught
TEKS

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

into the story

Using Stronger Verbs 
(page 60)

Friday Mini-Lesson – Remind 
students of yesterday’s 
lesson.  

Reread the TAKS Sample 
and choose another 
“outer space” sentence to 
elaborate.  Write the 
sentence on chart paper. 
Identify a word that 
stands out as important in 
that sentence.  Circle it 
and write a second 
sentence that has to do 
with that word that gives 
more details about the 
first sentence.  Repeat 
this process again until 
you have 3 or 4 
sentences.  
Now, read the TAKS 
sample again, inserting 
the elaborated sentences 
into the story

Unpacking a Heavy 
Sentence page  61

Students take their outer 
space sentences and 
elaborate on them

Students share their 
elaborations.


