
Writing Workshop Week of January 25, 2010
Grade:  Fourth Buffy Wilson

Resource:  Craft Lessons by Ralph Fletcher   Razzle Dazzle Writing by
Focus:  Emotion/ 
Action/Dialogue/Take 
Away Endings

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

Monday Mini-Lesson – Emotion 
and Action Words.
Discuss with students the 
importance of using 
Emotion words in their 
writing.  Stories that take 
us on a emotional 
rollercoaster often hook 
us and make us want to 
read more.  
Read the TAKS Sample  . 
and lead students to 
notice all the emotion and 
action words the author 
used to keep us reading. 
Remind students of their 
Emotion/Action word list 
in their writing folders.

Students work on their 
writing focusing on putting 
in emotion or action 
words

Students share what they 
worked on.

Tue Mini-Lesson – Dialogue 
and writer’s thoughts
Tell students that stories 
that include dialogue and 
actual author’s thoughts 
are more interesting and 
makes the story more 
meaningful to the reader. 
Read TAKS sample  .  Help 
students notice how the 
writer uses dialogue and 
thoughts effectively in this 
piece.  
Remind students how to 
correctly punctuate 
dialogue.

Students work on their 
stories focusing on 
inserting Dialogue and 
author’s thoughts

Students share what they 
worked on.

Wednesday Mini-Lesson – Grabbers
Tell students that the 
beginning of a story needs 
to grab the reader’s 
attention and want them 
to read more
Follow the “Narrative 
Grabbers” lesson in 
Razzle Dazzle Writing 
(page 64)

Students work on writing 
Grabbers to their story

Students share the 
Grabbers that they wrote

Thursday Mini-Lesson - Take Away Students work on the Students share the endings 



Focus:  Emotion/ 
Action/Dialogue/Take 
Away Endings

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

Endings
Remind students that they 
already know that it’s 
important to grab their 
reader’s attention right 
away with a great lead, 
but how we end a piece of 
writing is just as 
important as how we start 
it.
Follow the “Takeaway 
Endings” lesson in Razzle 
Dazzle Writing (page 74-
75)
Remind students that a 
Takeaway Ending is one or 
two sentences that tells 
the readers what the main 
character learned or how 
his life has changed.

endings to their stories they wrote

Friday TAKS Grammar Passage 
and sum up what was 
learned this week


