
Writing Workshop Week of August 25, 2009
Grade:  3-5 Buffy Wilson

Resource:  Launching the Writing Workshop by Denise Leograndis

Skill Taught
TEKS

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's 
Chair/Sharing 10 Min.

Monday No School

Tue Read Aloud – What Do 
Authors Do?  Tell students 
that this year they are all 
going to be authors.  
- Discuss and discover 
students attitudes towards 
writing
-discuss Jane Yolen quote 
and explain why reading a lot 
makes us a good writer

- No writing today – just get to 
know the class.  

Encourage students to 
share their attitudes 
towards writing with Turn 
and Talk

Wednesday Read Aloud -  Author:  A True 
Story  
-Kevin Henkes quote
-reread page 23 and 24. 
Discuss how the author 
always has a place to write 
down a thought or an idea 
and then refers back to it 
when she gets stuck
-introduce the writer's 
notebook (refer to page 32-
33) and tell students that 
they are going to have a 
place to just that
- start “A Writer's Notebook” 
chart

- have st turn and talk about 
things they like and things 
they hate
- students turn to the full 
spread.  At the top of the left 
hand page st. write “Things I 
like”.  At the top of the right 
hand page, st. write “Things I 
hate”  Do the same thing for 
the next two page – things I 
care about and things I'm 
interested in.
- give st. time to write in their 
new writer's notebooks

Students share what they 
wrote in their notebooks

-assign homework and 
make sure students 
understand that the writer's 
notebook needs to come 
back to writing class 
everyday.

Thursday Read Aloud – What you 
know first    
- start “Writing has Meaning” 
chart
-add to “Writer's 
Notebook”Chart
- show students how to use 
the “Jot” page of the Writer's 
Notebook (refer to page 34)

 - students make jots of their 
own.

 - students share their “jots”

Friday Read Aloud - Wilfred Gordon 
MacDonald Partridge.  Add 
to the Writing has meaning 
chart.
- Teach “choosing a jot and 
Writing Long” about it.
- model turning to a double 
page and writing on the right 
side of the notebook 

 - students choose a jot and 
write long about it

Mid-Workshop Teach – if you 
notice some students have 
finished early, teach /model 
the following choices that st. 
have:
- reread what they wrote 
which might remind them of 

Students share with each 
other, then ask for 
volunteers to share with the 
whole group (follow page 
37)
 - As students share their 
“jots”, record topics that 
come up on the Writer's 
Notebook chart so your 
students can see that in the 
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more details they want to add 
or
-rereading might trigger more 
memories that they want to 
add to their jot page
or
- they can go back to their jot 
page and choose a new jot 
and start a new entry on a 
new page.
 

developing ocmminity they 
have so much in common: 
they have chosen to write 
about smilar meaningful 
topics:  family, friends, pets, 
etc


