
Writing Workshop Week of Oct 19, 2009
Grade:  Fourth Buffy Wilson

Resource:  Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing by Lucy Calkins and Ted Kesler
Skill Taught
TEKS

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

Monday Six Trait Study:  Word 
Choice

Strategy:  Use unique and 
memorable phrases

Have available several 
Jane Yolen and Cynthia 
Rylant books and a Chart 
entitled “Words or 
Phrases we don't want to 
forget”

Read from the books you 
have gathered.  As you 
come across words or 
phrases that are powerful, 
unique or memorable, 
write them down on the 
chart.

As students work on their 
writing today, they focus 
on choosing words that 
have a great impact on 
the reader.

Students share the words 
they chose to use in their 
writing.

Tue Writer's Ask, “What am I 
really trying to say?”

Follow lesson plan on 
pages 70-80

Students write and focus 
on being precise in their 
writing

Students share what they 
worked on in Writer's 
Workshop

Wednesday Mid Workshop Teaching 
point:  angling your 
writing.

Follow lesson plan on 
pages 75-76

Students write making 
sure their story projects 
what they want it to

Students share what they 
worked on in Writer's 
Workshop

Thursday Studying and Creating 
Leads

Follow lesson plan on 
pages 81-91

Students study the leads 
to their stories making 
them more powerful if 
they need to.

Students share what they 
worked on in Writer's 
Workshop

Friday Author Study Day.  
Have a collection of books 
with strong leads.  Read 
the leads to students and 
discuss:
-why the author chose 
that lead
-the effect that lead has 
on the story
-is it a powerful lead?

Students bring the books 
they have been reading. 
They study how the 
authors choose to craft 
the leads of the story or 
chapters

Students share the leads 
from the books they are 
reading.  And discuss it's 
impact on the book.




