
Writing Workshop Week of January 11, 2010
Grade:  Fifth Buffy Wilson

Resource:  Craft Lessons by Ralph Fletcher
Focus:  Developing 
Ideas & Narrowing the 
Focus

Read Aloud 
Mini-lesson – 10 min.

Ind. Writing/Conf.
20 Min. 

Author's Chair/Sharing 
10 Min.

Monday Grammar with Hill

Tue Grammar with Hill

Wednesday Mini-Lesson - Developing 
Ideas:
Read the TAKS writing 
sample .  Discuss with 
students that the sample 
just lists events and 
doesn’t really give us a 
good picture of what 
really happened.  Invite 
students to think about 
their 5 senses and how 
including details about 
what they saw, heard, 
smelled, felt or tasted 
would help this piece.  
Take an idea from the 
sample and expand it 
using the senses.

(lesson 2.1)

Thursday Mini-Lesson – Narrowing 
the Focus:
Tell students that as 
writers, they make many 
decisions about how they 
will write their story.  One 
of those decisions is the 
time focus – are they 
writing about a day, a 
weekend or just a few 
hours.  Time focus is very 
important in a story and 
they can write a lot about 
something that didn’t 
take long to happen
Read No Nap by Eve 
Bunting.  Discuss Eve 
Bunting’s time focus and 
how she was able to write 
a lot about a short 
amount of time.
Ask students to look over 
their papers and make a 
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decision about their time 
focus – did they choose 
well or do they need to 
slow down and 
concentrate on a smaller 
amount of time.
Also, remind students that 
their stories shouldn’t 
read like a list of things 
they did.

(lesson 2.6)

Friday Mini-Lesson – Narrowing 
the focus
Remind students of 
yesterday’s lesson.  Read 
the TAKS writing sample . 
After reading the sample, 
ask students what their 
observations are about 
the time focus.  What 
changes could this writer 
make so this story would 
be more interesting

(lesson 2.6)


